N 2.8, 27

 HEALTH CARE uEltﬂE':‘-_

[ ]

jacesirille biz puerak.oom @ THE BUSINESS OUIRKAL 25

‘Bundle of enerdy’ keeps
moving at his free clinic

D James Burt has an iniense swarensss
of the needs in his commmumity and that
drives his service, which reaches back to
thie 19708 and across Jackesonville,

Hiscurrent focus isaidingunderinsired
thiroweh Voluntesrs in Medicine, the fireas
medical ciinic he co-founded in 2008

“He has & deep desire to be of help to
the underprivileged,” said Gene Zimmer-
man, Burt's former pastor: "Hismission o

e who hanve Falben through the cracks
been with him firom the beginning. ™

In 1881, Eimmerman met Burt and his
wilfe as the couple distributed food and
dledhing to the needy in South Jackson-
ville through 4 community outresch pro-
grinmm at Eimmerman’s church

A Jacksonville native, Buri began his
caroer ot the vl County Medical Cen-
ter as a counsslor in the 196808, A oolleague
sugeested he gpo to medical achool amd
loaned him money for Hving expenses.
“That limd of penerosity makes vou wrant
to give back to the commmnity” Burt sald

Burt has retired lrom private practice
and now, through Voluniesrs in Medicine,
bridses the gap betwesn health cans and
those at 160 percent to 250 percent of the
poverty level, There was no program for
thua 40,000 to 80,000 who worked twotothres
johs and conldn't afford health insurance,

James Burt
Co-founder

Volunlesrs in Madicine

bt didm't gualify for poverty safety nets,

Burt, registeped nurse Dottle Dorion, De
C. B, Melniosh and Zimmmerman founded
thir firee clinic In 2003, Burt and Dorion
wars the primocy foroes

“Thay had the maoney the charisma, the
arganizational skill to put it together,™

"D Burt is o bundle of energy" Dorion
said, “and is either poing 110 percent or he
is p‘IF

The clinic began with 30 volunteer doc-
s and norses, and now has 160

O average, the clinic's doctors ses 400
patients a month and ihey've seen 14,190
patients in the clinle's fouraear history

“When you see the relief on [the pa-
Uents'] faces, that's the thing that makes it
worth it,” Burt said. “Tt's been a ride, it a
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McIntosh is a mentor for
doctors and his patients

e Charles B, Mclntoah's caresr spans
0 vears [om private peactics, to the board
aof dirsctors fior Walfson Childrn's Hoapl-
tal, to eo-fotinding Volunbeers in Medicine
in Jacksooville and serving on the Com-
mission for Funding Indigent Care.

Registered nurse Dwottie Dorion has
worked with him since co-dounding Vol-
unteers in Medicine's clinic in 2004, “C.
B. has besen a teacher &l his life, and this
includes not just aspiring doctors but fam-
ks il the children he ministers fo,”

“IMelntash] beeame interested in all
Q0000 Kids in Jacksonville and alfl the
kids In Floride, and sadd %et's take core of
therm.” " said Tarry Freeman, administra-
for for Wallson Children's Hospital

Melntosh's wirk with needy people be-
gon in 1958 wien he opened his first prsc-
tice in Jecksomville. At the time, an office
visit was only thres dollars, but many he
treated conld not afforyd even a small fee.

“"Phey e nol paupers,” Molntosh said,
The pathenis work bui only make emis
e, When [lness strikes, “that's the
breaking point.” By meating peaple, he
could help prevent more complicabed —
and expensive — probloms.

“He is a vary humble spicit but a glant
man in helping,” Freemnan said.

MeIntosh doesnot see nnpaid careas ol

Charles B. Mcintosh
Mr

Volunteers in Medicine

uniesr service “Yolunteer service i3 when
the patient has o ol igation to pay™

Melntosh has hedd leadership positions
with eight service organistions, incud.
kg Volumbeors in Medicine and the Flor
da State Siekle Coll DHseese Associationof
America, which he hefped fosind. Vohin-
teers in Medicine provides medical care
to thosa who connot afford neither health
insurance nor preventive medical care,

He has held national positions with the
WA ACT and has besn appointed to the Do
val County Medical Board, Florida Board
of Medical Examiners and Florida Ethlcs
Comml=sion, He alzo was Jatksonville's
Mrst African-Amertcan pediatrician.

“Dr McIntosh s a leader; a menkon @
eflucator” Freeman said. “He s one of the
pediatric leaders and a champion for kKids
in Jacksomville"
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